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Ouvur Vision

To lead Bethel in
Worshipping and Serving God,;
Witnessing and Preaching the good news of our Lord Jesus Christ;
And to Serve the community with action of love.
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Message

by Senior Pastor Rev Lim Tau Wei

ethel Presbyterian Church is God's love and
faithfulness manifested in Hougang.

The year 1883 marks God's blessing in starting
Hougang Church, which was renamed Bethel
in 1948. In the House of God, the legacy of His
love and faithfulness stretches over 140 years,
longer than the establishment of Tan Tock Seng
Hospital and independence of Singapore. We're
beholden to the servants and brethren of Bethel
whom God has called to build.

This Commemorative Magazine aims to
capture church-shaping events in the recent
history spanning across 20 years. Despite
unwelcoming crisis surrounding us, we thank
God forHis providence and protection, especially
during the recent Covid-19 Pandemic.

Every generation has its fair share of
challenges and difficulties, and it pays for every
generation to look up to God for His grace and
guidance. In the contents of this painstakingly
curated magazine, we shall find ample signs and
rich evidence of God's amazing grace. As you
turn the page and walk into history, may your
soul resonate with many others in synchrony. |
wish they could stir our hearts to sing to the Lord
in joyous worship, and lift our voices to glorify
Him in rapturous jubilation!

Notwithstanding 140 is a milestone of our
church history, it also acts as a springboard to
the future. We try to keep a bandwidth to meet
the needs and fulfil the calling of our collective
future. Even though it could be a future quite
unknown and uncertain to us, but nonetheless,
we know Who holds tomorrow.

This Commemorative
Magazine aims to capture
church-shaping events

in the recent history
spanning across 20 years.
Despite unwelcoming crisis
surrounding us, we thank
God for His providence
and protection, especially
during the recent Covid-19
Pandemic.

In this juncture, it is only appropriate to
express our appreciation to the BPC 140
Committee. Throughout the entire year, they
have put in exceptional efforts orchestrating
a series of meaningful events. We're sincerely
grateful to Pastor Emeritus Rev Wong Shyun Jye
and his team for consolidating this historical
compilation, which | personally hope will inspire
future generations to stand in awe before our
Lord.

As a final remark, may we strive to strengthen
our relationship with God, with the Body of Christ
and with the community, and only then could
we, as children of God experience His love in
worship, enjoy our fellowship, evangelise the
Gospel, and enrich the community.

Let's all come alongside together, shoulder
to shoulder, heart to heart as His people:
Celebrating Our Church History, Uniting Our Life
Journey. Hosanna to the Highest! |
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Message

by Dr Tan Kim Huat

The 140th Anniversary:
A Time for Thanksgiving and
Re-Commitment

would like to congratulate Bethel Presbyterian
Church onthe occasion of her140th Anniversary.
This is rightly an event for which to give thanks to
God. Time and again, you have experienced his
grace and enablement, and marvelled at why
you were the chosen ones for marking this event.
140 is twice the important biblical number of
70. And 140 years certainly exceed the normal
lifespan of modern man. Hence, for an institution
to last 140 years must mean that the torch has
to be handed down the generations. It is not
the result of one charismatic individual but the
commitment of communities in life’s vicissitudes.
You stand now at this juncture in time, as
recipients of this torch and beneficiaries of their
labour, characterised by undaunted discipleship
and loving sacrifice. If they had slackened or
deviated from the path of obedience, there
would not be a 140th Anniversary to celebrate.
Hence, the fact that you can celebrate the 140th
Anniversary is also a testimony to those who
have gone ahead.
The question you now face is whether you
will faithfully bear the torch handed down,
continue on the path that has been set out for

140th anniversary is also
a time for recommitment
to follow the Lord as a
church. Thanks be to
God, we can all count on
the same unfailing grace
and enablement that
the previous generations
experienced.

you by God and prepare the next generation
for receiving the same torch. Life’s vagaries will
hit you and you will need to be as undaunted
as the previous generations, making sacrifices
whenever necessary. The hope is that the future
generations will too have the joy of marking
significant milestones for Bethel Presbyterian
Church, just as you now do. Hence, the 140th
anniversary is also a time for recommitment to
follow the Lord as a church. Thanks be to God,
we can all count on the same unfailing grace
and enablement that the previous generations
experienced.

My prayer is that the Lord will continue to lead
Bethel and even to greater heights of service,
impacting for eternity the lives of many. Ad
multos annos! |
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[A5E Our History

INRIR—I—REM, HFEINMRRAAZERNBHEE,
XFEXKE,

- APEE 17:3

Now this is eternal life: that they know you,

the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom you have sent.

- John 17:3
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Brief History of the

Presbyterian Church in
Singapore

Yeor-l 843 F

EETRERINERERHEL
SRAFEMSBNERE,

Rev Keaseberry set up the
Malay Chapel in Prinsep
Street which is today's
Prinsep Street Presbyterian
Church.

Yeor-l 8 62 T

EETRERINSEKRTRLE
ESERAFEFRTEES
T, 18814, EXMILFRIE
2,

With the assistance of
Mr Tan See Boo, Rev
Keaseberry initiated the
chinese speaking work at
the 'Church at the End of
The Road' In 1881, it was
formally established as
Glory Church.

Yeor-l 8 8-| F

FRE=ZKESEREIBK
JMEUFTAN, IEXEFFTAK
RIREMLE. B IM STk T
EDUSKFSHE, WHESH
BREZKEZRMSASTEEKE
SMBY, FIRAEDERLRE

EW=,

Following the sending

of Rev John Cook

to Singapore by the
Presbyterian Church in
England, it formally began
the history of setting up
of churches by the Synod.
Rev Cook first went to
Swatow to learn Teochew
and upon his return to
Singapore, he started to
work in the 'Church at the
End of The Road' with the
assistance of the Scotland
Presbyterian Church i.e.
today's Orchard Road
Presbyterian Church.

Yeor-l 9 O-l i

1901 FRNHWIMBFE—
RRR, 2FREWHHAG
migKERS g8

), 2, ETHHRERE
BEHIRE, WU, REXEAR
EXFKERR,

Rev Cook convened the
first Synod meeting and
the Synod was named the
Presbyterian Church in
Shi-le-po (what Singapore
was known as in the past).
The following year, her
name was changed to the
Presbyterian Church in
Singapore-Johor in view
of the fact that churches
were established in various
parts of Johor.
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Yeor-l 94 8 ap

REMAEFELEHRER
BE¥EERR, FT1949%F
B APEEBHII RS,

The Synod joined the
Chinese Christian National
Council which originated
from China and in 1949, the
Synod was renamed the
Chinese Christian Church in
Singapore-Malaysia.

fBBRIB LN RER
EHANE 108

£, 1208 A% F11308
BT, HEHAN
Wik, 1408 FIE 5 |
FUFTR

Yeor-l 975 T

BEEDDR, ReETHLK
BUA. BRTHBREZR, EXX
DAGRBLKERIAHFTM
BREXRS,

hE, REBREMK, R
EXMEM, ML TEXHS
MEXFSR,

Yeor-l Qé)é F

REF1966FMAHR
KEREKE, #HE1015
Fo 1968FBNENEEH
EGRKERR, BERSEM
Bt EEBSHIEE,

The Synod joined the
World Alliance of Reformed
Churches as her 101st
member and was renamed
the Presbyterian Church in
Singapore-Malaysia.

Snippets of Bethel’s
History are documented in
our 110th, 120th, and 130th
magazines and on the
church website. This 140th

magazine will supplement

the information in the
above sources.

Following the separation of Singapore and Malaysia and in
view of political, geographical and church administrative
factors, the Synod was formally separated into the
Presbyterian Church in Malaysia and the Presbyterian Church

in Singapore.

The Church continued to grow from thereon and in 1993, with
the increase of English churches, the Chinese Presbytery and
English Presbytery were formed. B

13
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Lessons from Our Past

by Rev Wong Shyun Jye

n 2012 the Presbyterion congregations’
legal status changed from being branch
congregations to separately registered legal
entities. At that time the decision was to settle
the various properties of the church in 2014, two
years after separate registration. | was tasked to
investigate the documents relevant to the issue
to help understand our position.
| learned that missionaries were greatly
used by God to establish the Gospel through
preaching and doing good works in the
community. The early missionaries had very
good ties with the colonial government which

enabled the granting of state lands for church
and charitable purposes.

It was also heartening to note that the
pioneering work to reach local Chinese was
started by western missionaries who crossed
oceans and language barriers to bring the
Good News of Jesus to the Chinese community
in Singapore. The early missionaries and pastors
(from England and China mainly) were also very
wise in their dealings with local authorities and
wise in leaving behind proper legal documents
to safeguard the interests of the Synod and the
congregations.

Many of these church workers also showed
remarkable foresight in the way they developed
their ministry. They showed resilience,
resoluteness, and resourcefulness. God granted
them the necessary talents and connections
and favour to prosper the church.

My greatest impression from reading the
early history was the invisible but sovereign hand
of God working through human agencies (the
government of the day, Mission Agencies, local
congregations, local believers, etc) to establish
the Presbyterian Church in Singapore.

This impression led me to a greater faith in
the God of the church. | learn to take a longer
view of the work of God among human beings
and human agencies. This made me more settled
in my ministry trusting that God’s work done in
God’s way, in God’s time, is really our calling.

As the psalmist says, Unless the Lord builds
the house the workers labour in vain. Psalm 127:1

To God be the Glory. B
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My Bethel Journey

by David Loh Boon Leng

SUNDAY SCHOOL JOURNEY

| attended the Sunday school in the 1950s,
probably while | was in primary school. My
mother carried me to church when | was an
infant. | grew up in a dilapidated hut in Lorong Ah
Soo, Hougang. Bethel at that time was a wooden
structure. | remember walking, probably 2 miles,
from the old kampung to Jalan Lateh; to save
bus fares. | remember being provided with 1-cent
copper coin to put into a red tin used for Sunday
collection. It was a precious coin which | tied up
with a handkerchief. The Sunday school songs
were sung and lessons conducted in Teochew. It

was there that | met several mates who remain
friends to this day (already 70 years old). | recall
Lee Huai Kwang was then a part-time preacher
and we had “‘ang moh” men and ladies who
taught us as well. Some of the Sunday school
teachers were our seniors in age.

BIRTH OF THE ENGLISH FELLOWSHIP (ADULT)
& COMMENCEMENT OF ENGLISH SERVICE
By the late 1960s and early 1970s, there exist a
group of Christians who were English-educated.
(By that time, the old wooden church structure
was demolished and a concrete building was

constructed. ) They were mostly children whose
parents or grandparents were attending the
Teochew services.

By then English songs of praises and hymns
were becoming more popular with those youths.
Attending the main services and singing hymns,
reading the Bible, and listening to the sermons,
in Teochew was ticklish to our ears. By God’s
grace, a number of the children had done well
in the Cambridge School Certificate (a sort of
national examination), and at that time would
be labeled as scholars, and eligible to join the
workforce as adults. Those few students who
excelled with good grades were well-honored by
the community and the church. These educated
and honored adults began to be slightly more
vocal and whose voices had to be heard by the
elderly leaders; who were more than happy to
accommodate their beloved children.

Aband of working adults and tertiary students
(0 blessed few were admitted to university)
came together and started an English adult
fellowship. The group was small with about 20
odd members; but this grew as the pioneering

B4 7140/ 4% BPC 140TH ANNIVERSARY | F% OUR HISTORY 17

members were active, energetic and started
opening its door to like-minded Christians who
prefer to worship using the English language. To
God's glory, its attendance grew from strength
to strength.

Certain para-church organizations were
also active in contributing to the growth of the
fellowship - the Navigators, Youth for Christ
(YFC) and Campus Crusade. The activities of
those organizations brought more people to
congregate at Bethel.

It was a matter of time that the mother
Teochew services gave the Dblessings to
convert the fellowship into an official English
congregation. From thence, some of the early
pioneers were nominated to official positions
initially as deacons; and we had preachers who
were fresh from theological colleges. It should
be noted that during the infancy of its formation,
there was no ordained minister; and the English
services had to seek ministerial assistance from
other churches and the parent-Teochew service
to conduct holy communion.

Looking back, Bethel English has come a
long way. All the pioneers have grown old and
many have moved on to other congregations.
It is heartening to note that there now exists a
group of young adults who are medical doctors,
accountants, lawyers, and other professionals —
children of Bethel. Inthe same way as the parents
before them, the young will now have to take the
lead and bring Bethel to a more glorious future.

May our good Lord bless Bethel abundantly.
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Reminiscing early

BES days

by Rev Peter Poon

t was 1969 when | first came to Bethel and
started worshipping at the English service
which was started a year or two prior to that.
Elders Joseph Kwa, Chia Soh Ling, Drs Lim Kim
Kee and Lee Chon Sham were already there.
A bunch of boys from St Andrew’s and Bartley
Secondary came along around that time as well.
Early Sunday mornings, the most memorable
visual | had was that of Rev Lee Huai Kwang, still
in his pyjamas, carrying the potted bougainvillea
into the sanctuary. It was a great lesson on
servanthood.

As a small group of us got more involved, |
remember being in charge of the weekly bulletin
which was typed on waxed stencil and printed
on cyclostyling machines. We would work the
whole Saturday and get them printed by late
afternoon.

Even though it was just about 30 copies or so,
the amount of work put into typing on stencils
was tedious. Then we started a newsletter
which was called Bethel Bells. It served as a
communication piece for us then.

Although we did not have an English-speaking
pastor then, we were blessed with many seniors
coming to our help as speakers or as advisors.
Dr Williom Wan and Andrew Goh were some
of them. They were like our older brothers who
were then worshipping in a church down Bartley
Road.

Missionaries like John Hannah, Derek Kingston,
Cyril Ward, Peter Hsieh and Lim Kim Toin also
came to share God’s Word and to administer
Communion.

As we grew, we formed small groups called
House Groups organised based on geographical
locations and met in homes. So we had AMK HG
or Hougang HG, etc.

B4 7140/ 4% BPC 140TH ANNIVERSARY | F% OUR HISTORY 19

Although we
did not have
an English-
speaking pastor
then, we were
blessed with
many seniors
coming to

our help as
speakers or as
advisors.

When Christmas came around, a small group
of us from BES together with Eld Joseph Kwa’s
brother, Siat Chua, would spend nights putting
together huge Christmas decorations on top
of the porch at the sanctuary entrance. Those
were great memories.

Most of all, we saw the growth of the service
as more people started coming and the service
grew to about 120 by 1981. B
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Walkathon

There are many benefits to walking. The exercise can
help us to reduce stress and maintain a healthy weight.
Practically speaking, it can help us save some money
and save the earth. To me, it helps me to connect with
my fellow walker because we tend to walk and talk and
that is good. Above all, walking helps us to connect with
God because you can walk and talk to God. And God
will speak to us through His creation.

Spiritually, there is also significance in walking. The
Bible says “Can two walk together except they be
agreed?” (Amos 3:3) - lam so glad that we can participate
in this special walk to celebrate 140 years. And it is more
significant because we are now part of the Church. May
God give us breath to continue walking.
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It was a great walk down memory lane.
The memories of my late father. How
when | was small, he would put me in his
car and we would be at the old Mustafa
shop to buy canned pineapples.

He would park along Serangoon Road
and waits for the original Serangoon
Hokkien Mee.

Furtherdown toward Upper Serangoon,
salted baked chicken (just after the
old Kickapoo / Sinaco factory). Passing
Jalan Toa Payoh, Kenneth Lin and |
were reminiscing our school days in St
Andrew’s School (of which | am obviously
older).

Finally, as we approach church, the
corner coffee shop where in the early 90s,
we would place orders of chicken wings
and fish balls for our Sunday School
events, from a very generous and nice
stall owner fondly known as Ah Chui.

This is Fathers’ Day weekend, | thank
God for earthly fathers and give glory to
our Heavenly Father.

ELD SHEE KOENG
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As we signed for this walk, we received some
information but we were expecting more details
such as the route we will walk, first-aid kit, resting
points etc. we wanted this information because
we are walking 7KM with two young children and
we wanted to have some degree of certainty.
But at the end we decided to trust God and
went for the walk and we are glad we went. We
enjoyed the walk and the fellowship.

Aswe were reading the history of Presbyterian,
we couldn’t help but “compare” our short walk
with their lifetime walk. We could almost see the
thoughts running through their minds echoing
similar thoughts like mine for the request of
information or briefing kit about the country they
will be going and how to plant or build churches.

What is 2 to 3 hours to PY and | are 20 to 30
years of the missionaries’ life, without certainty.
We admired their courage, resilience and
perseverance. Be strong and courageous. Do
not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the
Lord your God will be with you wherever you go
(Joshua 1:9). All they can do is to rely on God’s
provision and bring God’s words to Singapore,
so that you and | can be saved.

The journey was less lonely with friends of
similar faith as we are able to encourage one
another. To us, the walk also reflects life journey

where we can support one another toward one
common goal (Kingdom of God).

As we looked at the building of Prinsep Street
Presbyterian Church, we couldn’t help but think
of the London trip we made some years back.
we recalled that we dine in restaurants and
cafes which used to be churches. We often
wonder what would happen to us if we don’t
stay relevant, teach God’s words to our next
generation and encourage them to complete
the race. In most instances, we can’t see them
complete the race but we can show them how
and | think that's important.

The journey may take 2 to 3 hours of my time,
but our forefathers used 20 to 30 years of their
time to build and safeguarditto ensure the future
generations such as my family is accessible to
God’s words.

As we ended the walk, we felt relieved of all
the uncertainties and risks we had thought of
didn’t materialise.

Three key learnings for us:
= You are never alone when you are doing God’s

work
= God gives rest and gives strength when you

are tired
= Qur hope is in God
KEEGAN & FAMILY
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A walking companion over long distances
is like a fellow sojourner going through
life's hardship with you: Renewed meaning
of Fellowship?

PS TAUWEI

REEFHEEA,
Pilgrims on a journey
YUEN LONG
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Looking Back with

Thanksgiving

by Elder Lee Chong Kai

s | look back over the past 20 years, my heart
Ais full of gratitude. Thank and Praise God
for his faithfulness in blessing the Bethel family
— watching over us, leading us and providing
for our needs as we strive to be a witness of His
grace and goodness in our community. To God
be the Glory!

However, there are also some regrets and
sadness. | was thumbing through several past
magazines marking our 100th, 110th and 130th
anniversaries. Many friends are no longer
with us. Some are in Heaven, but many are
no longer a part of our Bethel family. Most of
these are worshiping God elsewhere. Some
are, unfortunately, no longer worshiping God
regularly anywhere.

As a member of the BES leadership team since
1978, | share the responsibility for the loss of some
of our flock. Why did some leave? What lessons
can we learn so that we can be better stewards
of who our Lord has entrusted to us?
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According to the Pastoral and General Report
2010 by the then Preacher Wong Shyun Jye, BES
membership in 2008 and 2009 were 344 and 365;
and the average Sunday attendance were 227
and 238 respectively. This meant that around
65% of BES members come to worship regularly.
This fell to 61% in 2018. At our last Communion
Sunday (on May 14, 2023), 112 were present and 47
were on-line. With 53 at BESS (Saturday Service)
on May 13, the total attendance was 212.

We need to also give attention to our “aging”
demography. In 2008, 5% of our members were
seniors (aged >60); young adults (age 18-25) were
1%, and youths (age 13-17) were 10.5%. In 2027,
seniors were 24%; young adults were 8% and
youths, 5%.

In 2009 67 visitors visited Bethel; out of which
6 visitors became regular worshippers. In 2018,
there were 48 visitors, and 11 became regular

Thank God for providing
good shepherds for

BES and for calling and
raising Bethelites to
serve Him at Bethel.

worshippers. We used to have Gospel Sundays
with special efforts to invite guests/visitors. In
2010, there were 4 Gospel Sundays.

MINISTRIES AND LEADERSHIP

Thank God for providing good shepherds for BES
and for calling and raising Bethelites to serve
Him at Bethel. During these past 20 years, some
10 BES members enrolled for full-time training at
Bible colleges to prepare for service. Many other
ministry leaders enrolled in modular courses.
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God led Rev Jimmy Tan and Rev Carol Ling
from other Presbyterian churches to Bethel in
1998 and 2006 respectively. Carol was ordained
in 2014.

BES celebrated BPC’s 130 Anniversary in 2013
with the launch of an afternoon English Saturday
Service (BESS). BESS caters to those who are
unable to come on Sunday mornings. The team
was led by Pastor Carol.

When Rev Jimmy Tan went on a l-yeadr
sabbatical in July 2004, his duties were covered
by Dr Tan Kim Huat (Pulpit program) and Elder
Lee Chong Kai (Ministry and Administration).
Elder Lee graduated from Rhema in May 2004
and was appointed CEO of All Saints Memorial
Chapel (ASMC) and All Saints Home (ASH).

The Social Concern Committee organized the
first Bethel Charity Golf Tournament in aid of
ASH. The organizing committee of the successful
event was led by Elders Andrew Tan and Joseph
Kwa with much support from golfers in BES and
other services.

Elder Wong Shyun Jye was Bethel’s missionary
to Tanjong Batu in 2003-4. He graduated from
Trinity College in 2007 and was appointed
Chaplain at ASMC and ASH. When Rev Jimmy
Tan, BES lead pastor, left for his PhD program in
2009, Pastor Jye succeeded him. Rev Wong was
ordained in 2012 and became the first “home-
grown” Senior Pastor of BPC in 2014 upon the
retirement of Rev Lau Hua Teck. It was also a
“first” for the English Service pastor to be elected
Sr Pastor. This demonstrated Bethel's maturing
as a multi-lingual church. BPC is a member of the
Chinese Presbytery and had always been led by
the pastor of the Teochew Service.

Another mark of this increasing maturity is the
calling of Rev Eugene Yeo to be BES lead pastor
in 2017 when Rev Wong became Sr Pastor. Ps
Eugene grew up in the Teochew service. A doctor
in private practice and serving in the Mandarin
Service, Ps Eugene responded to the call to serve
God full time and enrolled at SBC.

Meanwhile, Rev Andrea Ong, a member of BES,
was appointed church-wide Youths and Young
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The Lord has bountifully
blessed Bethel with many
talented and dedicated
pastors, lay ministry leaders
and members for its varied
ministries and to be His light
in our community.

Adults pastor when she graduated from TTC in
2018. She was ordained in 2022 and became the
acting lead pastor for the Mandarin Service.

Rev Wong passed the baton in 2018 to another
home-grown Senior Pastor, Rev Lim Tau Wei (from
the Mandarin Service), and continues to serve
in Bethel as Emeritus Pastor, and overseeing the
chaplaincy at ASMC and ASH in 2018. Meanwhile,
Rev Wong'’s Vision 1-2-3, for Bethel to serve the
Elderly, the Immigrants and the Commoners
continue to be the focus of the Church. BPC
continues to support the ministries of ASMC and
ASH and its Seniors Care Centers.

Bethel responded to the call to provide shelter
for the homeless in Singapore in 2020 when
rough sleepers were not allowed because of
the Covid pandemic. This ministry is led by BES
pastor Rev Tan Mui Kiang who is also Chair of
BPC'’s Social Concern ministry. In the three years
since it opened in May 2020, S3P@Bethel (Safe,
Sound, Sleeping Place at Bethel) has hosted 74
rough sleepers; of which 55 have progressed to
public housing.

Jasmine Lim, BES Administrator 1996-2002,
graduated from TTC in 2005 and was appointed
Bethel church-wide Children pastor. She stepped
down in 2006 to look after her young children.

Jemaine Heok joined us in 2006 and has
been a very valuable member of the English
service team till today. She is the longest serving
administrator in the English Service.

Then Deacon Tan Mui Kiang graduated from
TTC in 2012 and joined BES as preacher. She was
ordained in 2017 and continues to serve in BES.

Elder Wiliam Heng answered God’'s call,
enrolled at SBC, and graduated in 2010. He
became pastor of the Bethel Bi-Lingual Service
at Poh Huat Road, to serve the residents at ASH
and the neighborhood. He was ordained in 2015.

Yee Chin Hong and his wife Li Shan, and Lam
Wee Kian were staff of Campus Crusade. Dr Yee
is now a lecturer in Old Testament at TTC. Wee
Kian, a former BB boy in the Bethel-sponsored
48th BB Company, graduated from TTC in 2021
and became a Youths and Young Adults church-
wide pastor. Elder Vincent Woo, now with the Bi-
lingual Service, is now a full-time student at TTC.

BES responded to the Covid disruption in 2020
with on-line live Sunday worship. Praise God
for providing the talented people, like Cheung
Pui Chung, and many others, together with the
resources for live streaming. With the lifting of
all restrictions in early 2023, physical attendance
increased steadily.

The Lord has bountifully blessed Bethel with
many talented and dedicated pastors, lay
ministry leaders and members for its varied
ministries and to be His light in our community.
The present generation of Bethelites have
inherited significant property and other assets
from our church forefathers. God has graciously
provided our physical needs and needed human
resources, how then are we going to build up His
church? Let us continue to pray that we can help
our children to bearwitness that indeed Bethel is
the house of God and the gate of Heaven; and
to run the next lap with even greater purpose
and vigor - for the Glory of God! B
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Grace in Serving

by Rev William Heng

n 2010, Bethel Presbyterian Church decided
to start a Bilingual Service (Mandarin/English)
at Poh Huat Road. A task force was set up
to oversee and facilitate the preparations
and running of the new Bilingual Service. The
members were Reverend Lau Hua Teck, Preacher
Williom Heng, Preacher Eugene Yeo, Wang Chye
Hock, Tan Pang Tong, Chua Hong Tong, Loh Li
Cheng, Chew Yuen Long, Mr. Kwek (ASMC) and
Yeo Wang Jee.

The objective is to support the caring ministry at
All Saints Memorial Chapel (ASMC) and All Saints’
Home (ASH) through worship and other service
support;andalso proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus
Christ to the neighborhood around Poh Huat.

On 9 January 201, when the new Bilingual
Service was officially launched, the pioneer
core BLS congregation in 2011 comprised some
30 adults, youth and children’s members with
varied backgrounds from Bethel Presbyterian
Church (BPC)'s Teochew, Mandarin and English
congregations. These members had responded
in faith to the Lord’s calling to serve in the caring

ministry @ Poh Huat and to partake in His
kingdom work.

Led by Preacher Williom Heng, the first
appointed BLS leaders were Preacher Eugene
Yeo, Deacons Wang Chye Hock, Chew Yuen Long,
Goh Poo Seng and Yeo Wang Jee, Vincent Woo,
Chaplain Yap Kim Fah and Daniel Teh. Other
key members who were active in BLS ministries
also included Michele Ang, Loh Li Cheng, Goh Li
Meng, Eric Ang and Diana Ling, Ho Shoo Ching,
Koh Mui Sung, Timothy Liew, Sheryl Ng, Jeremy
Pang and Samantha Tan, Sherry, and Shin Seh Fah.

Today, the current BLS Working Committee,
led by Reverend Williom Heng now includes
Elder Poo Seng and Elder Vincent Woo, Deacon
Michelle Hua, Deacon Samantha Tan, with co-
opted members Elder Wang Chye Hock, Grace
Heng and Abraham Kho.

SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS

Initially, some 20 wheel-chair-bound ASH
residents joined in the BLS Sunday worship. This
number gradually increased to an average of
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41 by 2018 but fell unexpectedly in 2019 to 28
because of the outbreak of flu pandemic.

About 20 ASH worshippers participated in the
BLS lunch fellowship after the Sunday worship
service. BLS helped to facilitate karaoke
singing sessions on Thursday afternoons for ASH
residents.

BLS also contributed to the ASH Residents Day,
helped in a Good Friday Evangelistic Chapel
Service, and organized special events for ASH
residents such as Chinese New Year ward
visitation, Parents’ Day, Mid-Autumn Festival and
Christmas celebrations.

Subsequently, with the advent of the Covid-19
pandemic, ASH residents stopped worshiping at
the BLS since early 2020 for health and safety
reasons.

By God’s grace and the
help of the Holy Spirit, BLS
will continue to explore
various ways to grow the
congregation.

During 2012 — 2014, BLS worked in partnership
with Daniel Teh to facilitate weekly fellowship
for a group of 25 — 30 Overcomers (ex-offenders)
and volunteers at ASH Basement to encourage
Christians in the fellowship group and to reach
out to non-Christians in the group. BLS helped
to initiate a hamper delivery project during
Chinese New Year, Christmas, and Mid-Autumn
Festival, serving as a bridge for participating
Overcomers to restore communication with
family members and opening the door for the
continuation of contacts and home visitations.
The Overcomers eventually decided in 2015 to
resume their own dedicated fellowship and left
the BLS congregation.

A major focus of BLS is the equipping and
nurturing of our members towards an intimate
relationship with God; preparing them for
ministry work, through worship, bible-based
teaching, acts of service, small-group meetings
and workshops.

BLS conducted a Joint Holy Land Pilgrimage
Tour to lIsrael and Jordan in Nov 2019 in

partnership with Christion Grace Presbyterion
Church (CGPC). This tour helped BLS to leverage
on the biblical expertise of CGPC leaders and
to open the avenue for potential partnership in
God’s kingdom work with CGPC.

Besides BLS joining the combined BPC
Sunday worship services, BLS preachers and
elders contributed to pulpit preaching at the
other BPC services while other BPC preachers
also preached at BLS. This shared effort is still
currently on-going.

The small size and diverse socio-demographic
profile of the BLS congregation will continue
to pose challenges for future growth and
sustainability. Over the last decade, the BLS
congregation has grown only very gradually
from about 30 in 2011 to about 45 in 2022.

By God'’s grace and the help of the Holy Spirit,
BLS will continue to explore various ways to grow
the congregation. Insofar as the growth and
sustainability of the BLS cannot be supported
internally, BLS is constantly seeking to explore the
feasibility of external sources of growth such as:

1. In 2020, BLS young adults set up a new website
(https://bethelblsyasweebly.com) and used
publicity banners and posters to attract
young adults and youths to join BLS events.

2. In 2022, Reverend Williom started a bi-weekly
men’s fellowship group.

3. Anew Singles Ministry has been initiated in BLS
in collaboration with the English Presbytery
of Singapore. This new ministry for Christian
singles is just beginning and may take years
to mature.

4. Marrioge enrichment seminars (to attract
married couples with their families) and
collaboration with Dating Apps (to attract
young adults and youths) are also in progress.

5. In addition, Christian Grace Presbyterian
Church (CGPC) has approached BLS for its
congregation to join in BLS Sunday worship
service and ministries. BLS is seeking guidance
from EDC on this matter. In the meantime, BLS
continues to partner with CGPC in combined
worshipandjointactivities.We evensupported
Jin Ai Presbyterian Church in Paloh (Johore,
Yong Peng) and the partnership has received
positive feedback from both congregations. B
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A Journey of Faith

by Elder Lee Shee Koeng

he inaugural service of BESS was on 23 March
T2013. This fridge magnet, that was given away
at the service on that Saturday, has been a
constant reminder of the journey and blessings
from God. From the expression of the model of
smartphone used in the fridge magnet then, one
could tell that it has been some time ago. Yes, it
was a good 10 years ago. Also, notice the little
icon on the bottom row (2nd from right) — it was
also the same year Bethel celebrated 130 good
years of blessings from God.

In the initial period of planning for BESS, many
questions and fears arose. Leaving the comforts
of a large home is never easy. It's like having
to do laundry, cook and fend for oneself! Who
would go? Will we fulfill our vision and calling?
Would we survive?

10 years on, we are celebrating Bethel’s 140th
Anniversary this year in 2023. Indeed, God’s
words are true and forever - starting off BESS,
we claimed the promise in Philippians 1.6, that
“He who began a good work in you will carry it
on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”

10 years on, the fears we initially had, sounded
really silly. We had never left home. The larger
community of Bethel has always been around.
It has been around for 140 years because the
one who calls us is faithful and he will do it (1
Thessalonians 5:24).

The Lordsentsomelivinginthe neighbourhood,

God’s words are true
and forever - starting
off BESS, we claimed the
promise in Philippians
1:6, that “He who began
a good work in you will
carry it on to completion
until the day of Christ
Jesus.”

walking in for our BESS Service. We could host
the BBs and GBs on a Saturday afternoon. Young
parents with children found the afternoon a
more convenient and manageable time. Pastors,
leaders and friends from the Sunday Services
visited and served alongside. BESS was also
given the privilege to serve in other Services,
such as BES, BLS and in Combined Services, in
worship leading, serving Holy Communion and
preaching. These opportunities meant that
we made new friends and continue to enjoy
relationships established previously.

We were never alone! Especially soin the last 3
years of the COVID-19 pandemic. Online services,
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Zoom prayer meetings and online events made United as one body of
it possible to gather regardless of location and Christ, may we live and
time. Banding together in implementing COVID labour according to God’s
Safety Measures and live streaming of worship . . .
services strengthened our bond in learning purposes, enjoying his .
new technology, showing concerns for those presence, comfort and Joy,
who are more vulnerable to the virus and being always seeking wisdom and
forbearing and considerate as we grappled guidance from the AImighty.
with uncertainties, uniting us as one body in
the Lord. We see and experience firsthand,
the faithfulness and the goodness of our Lord
through his provision of talents and willing
servants in times of challenges to continue to
praise and worship God in a corporate manner.

BESS may have been established for 10 years
and Bethel for 140 years, but our tasks and
purpose to live for the Lord Jesus goes on until
the day He comes again. United as one body
of Christ, may we live and labour according to
God’s purposes, enjoying his presence, comfort
and joy, always seeking wisdom and guidance
from the Almighty. All praise and honour and
glory to God!
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Bethel Mission Committee

by Rev Carol Ling

ethel’s mission comes alive as a testament
Bshown by years of partnerships with the
Theological Colleges in Singapore, para-
organizations, together with missionaries and
pastors and co-labourers in China, Indonesia,
Thailand, Myanmar and Nepal. By God’s grace
and enablement, we had notable initiatives to
equip our members to share the gospel.

MISSION WEEKEND

Bethel Mission Weekend

was launched in  2003.

The purpose was to share

with members about the

vision, mission workers and

mission projectsthatBethel

supports. The programmes

include worship, message,

workshops, testimonies of

missionaries. The Sunday worship will be a
mission emphasis worship where the guest
speaker exhorts members to live their lives of
missions.

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION AND
EQUIPPING
Bethel Missions believes in equipping and
sending out ministers of gospel. We have been
supporting Singapore Bible College and Trinity
Theological College in finance and prayer since
Year 2001. We also supported our members, Dr
Jimmy Tan’s and Dr Chin Hong’s postgraduate
theological education. Currently, both of them
are teaching at Trinity Theological College.
Praise God for calling our own members to
serve in full time ministry. Over the years, we
supported their theological equipping and now
they have become our home grown pastors and
leaders: Wong Shyun Jye, Jasmine Lim, Lim Tau
Wei, Eugene Yeo, Lam Wee Kian, Andrea Ong
and Hua Jue.

PARTNERSHIP WITH TTC AND
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES

We are grateful to God to partner with TTC and
several Presbyterian Churches, namely Chen Li
PC, Life Church, Prinsep St PC, Glory PC and Holy

< A Myanmar g
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Grace PC in supporting Dr Jimmy Tan and Dr Yee
Chin Hong’s teaching ministry. Drdimmy Tanis the
chaplain, and lecturer of pastoral and practical
theology since 2015. Dr Yee Chin Hong has been
teaching the Old Testament and Hebrew at
Trinity Theological College since 2020. We also
held a MOU signing ceremony to celebrate the
collaboration and partnership in God’s kingdom.

OVERSEAS SHORT TERM MISSIONS

Short Term Missions have also been at the
core of Bethel's missions since 2003. We have
sent mission teams from our church to Tanjong
Batu, Indonesia, Myanmar, North Thailond Ban
Orn and Nepal. The highlights of the mission
trips were children camps, leadership training
for pastors and church leaders, medical work,
hospitality, baptism and visitation.

Over the years, we rejoiced in witnessing
how the Lords gospel is proclaimed and
strengthened in the local churches and schools
as we returned to the harvest fields.

Due to the pandemic, travel restrictions
globally were tightened. Hence, we had to cancel
all overseas missions. Even so, we continue to
support in prayer and financially to support the
churches in our mission fields in Nepal and North
Thailand. Praise the Lord for His provision!

MISSIONARIES

For overseas missions, we are thankful to God
that Rev Wong Shyun Jye was our home grown
missionary to Tanjong

Batu, Indonesia. Bethel

also has supported

Dr Samuel Lee and

Dr Violet Lim in their

mission work in China.
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We also supported some members who have
been going to China at adhoc basis for short
term missions.

For local missions, we have supported Rev
Jung Gab Su, Dr Yee Chin Hong, Preacher Lam
Wee Kian in their ministries in CRU. Rev Dr Peter
Poon was also our mission partner whom we
supported in his teaching ministry called “Partner
in Ministry @ Bible Society of Singapore”. In the
past, we also have supported our members who
have served in Singapore Youth for Christ.

MISSION ORGANIZATIONS

Bethel PC supports Mission Organizations in
their works of advancing the Christian faith and
the gospel of Jesus.

These organizations are: CRU, International
Christian Choral & Conductor Society(ICCCS),
Singapore Centre for Global Missions(SCGM),
and Sower Institute for Biblical Discipleship @
Bible Society of Singapore.

Besides the para-organizations, Bethel also
supported Singapore Teochew Gospel Ministry
in their outreach work among the Teochew
Speaking churches. During Covid, there was
active sharing of online Teochew devotionals
and dialect worship service links among the
Teochew speaking churches. Rev Xie Weiguang
with other Teochew pastors provided daily
Teochew  devotional recordings through
Christian Communications Singapore.

As Bethel Mission Ministry enters a new
decade, it is our hope that our mission initiatives
will invigorate and deepen relationships and
collaborations with existing partner churches
and mission organizations. May God strengthen
the faith of our church to trust in Him and
proclaim His gospel message! B

< A Nepal BjAR
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Bethel’s Social Concern
Ministry 2003-2023

by Rev Tan Mui Kiang

Bethel’s Social Concern Ministry serves to provide clear direction to the
social concern expression of BPC as a neighbourhood church and to be a
channel of God’s blessings to the community

etween 2003-2009 the focus was helping
BASH to raise funds and giving some financial
support to Bethel Daycare and BB Sharity
programs. The Financial Hardship Scheme
started during this time.

Elder Gary Gan helmed the ministry from
2010-2013. He finalised the Social Concern Policy
including the Love Offering Fund Policy. Elder
Gary started our involvement in the Angel Tree
and Yellow Ribbon Projects.

Rev Tan Mui Klang took over the ministry
leadership in late 2013. Our focus on supporting
ASH fundraising increased, including Eld Gary
leading yearly Cyclethons since 2015.

In 2014, two seminars were held to ‘flesh out’
and consolidate Bethel’'s Vision 1, which is to
serve the elderly in our community through the
4 ASH homes. Internally, the current Teochew
and English Seniors’ Fellowship serve Bethel’s
elderly.

ABBS (All Saints Home Bethel Befrienders) led
by Sherry Tay and TTT (Table Tennis Therapy) led
by Kevin Pang were officially formed, to provide
volunteering opportunities for Bethelites in ASH.
ABBS volunteers do karaoke, praise dance,
hymns’ singing, befriending and later Art Therapy
and Haircutting were added.

For our internal elderly, we tapped on the
funding and resources by C3A (Council of 3rd
Age) to bring in ‘healthcare’ speakers for our
Seniors’ Fellowship.
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SOCIAL CONCERN MINISTRIES THAT
STARTED DURING THE COVID-19
PANDEMIC IN 2020

After the S3P idea was mooted by SP on 21 April
and approved by EDC and MSF on 30 April,
within a week, the Logistics Team led by Elder
Matthew prepared the 3rd floor classrooms
with safe distancing measures, installed beds,
lockers, CCTV, water heaters, washing machine
and dryer.

It was an exciting time, because while the
whole of Singapore was on lockdown, the Core
Team which included Eld Chong Kai and Sis Lilian
were able to meet in church, because S3P was
considered ‘Essential Services. On 15 May 2020,
we received our first stayer in our S3P.

Praise God for the physical premises, for
giving us courage to receive the homeless into
our church despite initial security concerns, for
the giving and volunteering of Bethelites and
for the great support from Bethel Daycare, our
neighbours and MSF!
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About 60 rough sleepers have experienced
Christ’s love through the hospitality at Bethel.

The Covid-19 pandemic turned out to be a
unigue opportunity for Bethel to be a ‘light during
darkness’ toblessthe homelessin ourcommunity.

In August 2020, the PFS BPC Visitation Ministry
was started to minister to families of prisoners
who needed follow up after the Angel Tree
Hamper delivery.

In April 2021, the Love Offering Fund Coverage
was extended to provide Financial Subsidy
for Counselling of our worshippers at PCA
(Presbyterian Counselling Associates).

Bethel Cares @Serangoon started in 2022
to reach out to the needy in our Serangoon
Neighbourhood, such as bringing Seniors
for outings, serving as medical escorts and
engaging Sparkle Eldercare @Serangoon’s
residents by Sherry and her ABBS Team.

Bethel's first Combined Social Concern
Sunday Worship Service was held on 18 Sep 2022.

To God be all the glory! B
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Preschool

by Elder Andrew Tan

BPC has a very long and illustrious history in
Christion Education since 1950:

= Ming Sin Primary School (1950)
= Bethel Kindergarten (1977)
= Bethel Day Care (1988)

Indeed this is a very commendable vision of
our forebears to sow the seeds of God's Love
and Care to the little children that come into
our centres. It is a mission to nurture, mold and
impact lives in a godly way.

| am honoured to serve in the Preschool
Committee for the last 20 or so years. Below
are some of my wonderful and challenging
memories in retrospect:

The K-2 Graduation Day is always a joyful
and inspiring annual event. As | presented
the Graduation Certificate, | could see the joy
and sense of achievement in the face of every
graduand.
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May the Lord continue

to bless BPC to be a
Lighthouse for His Work and
to bring in the little children
into His Kingdom!

We also get to watch all the children from
N1 to K2 performing and singing praises to the
Lord! They all did their level best with boldness,
confidence and joy. A credit to all the teachers
and staff who have tirelessly taught and trained
them. It is also no surprise to see the radiant and
satisfied faces of parents and relatives who
came to witness their children's performances
and graduation.

Bethel Kindergarten was revamped
successfully to Bethel Preschool on 1st June 2013
to operate as a full-day Child Care Operation.
On the 17th June 2023, Bethel Preschool
commemorated a celebration to mark its 10th
Anniversary! PTL!

Since 2019, all religious-based Preschools
in Singapore face an existential storm. Our
government announced its intention to raise
substantially the quality standards of 80% of
Preschools under its subsidised Anchor Operator
(AOP) and Partner Operator (POP) Schemes. As a
church-based operator, we are outside of the
schemes and as such, an unequal playing field
is created which resulted in a decline of our
student enrolments.

The early childhood education sector is ever
evolving in the light of new research in the sphere
of Child Development Science. BPC will need to
keep abreast and navigate carefully through
changes and the preschool market environment
from time to time.
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In 2022, the Preschool Committee completed
the conversion of Level 2 of the Preschool into
an Infant Care Facility. Our Preschool is now
operating as a Combined Day Care and Infant
Care Centre.

On 17th April 2023 we were blessed to receive
our 1Ist baby (4 months old). With God's grace
and blessings, we can look forward to receive
up to 35 infants.

We are well aware that there will be more
challenges and obstacles to overcome in our
Preschool Journey. | believe we are not alone in
this journey as we have seen the hands of God
in our favour through the challenges we faced
and the victory secured.

“There is no problem too big,
God cannot solve it.

There is no mountain too tall,
He cannot move it.”

... lyrics from ‘He Will Carry You’.

May the Lord continue to bless BPC to be a
Lighthouse for His Work and to bring in the little
children into His Kingdom! |



72 BETHEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH K Z&1{E 4572

R EFRIESR:

LOFIRET

P A

N MNREE-ERKKERBHHNE140EFRHE
YL, BiEEAIREBBEAIE R ERZR D
FIRETL, B2000%F, WMET-HE ELFEEHNL
iE! HBSAETHROLNEREBR T RN, K3t
(BliNE
O ERARZ—DHIRESEK, Z2—TENER
MET, EROMEAMARASHEEE, ETX
METL, EROVZIIUSEN, W NRIER, B
DL RIASE, S HENEN, PAXTSE
FER3 I o
SXREE9: 37-387, FHREMEEERIIEWAIER
%, MINAD, XTEA—HREERIEN, HiE
BIEREHEEELNITARM I, L EEHEIR
BINHES, KEESZHIIRM HMIONES Z
fE, RAAXLDZNG £, BNEH/NEFMI1HESE
ERNNEHS T VERWINZREZIRE. THELH.

GBHEEMENIKRESE
REXEXH - eRAREHN
FT, BINEINLFZRN®
ENEW, SIMHBSENT
EEEM,

TEMEMED), HAVREMNTANER. H1ILF
EFLHETL, BRSSRNOREE! RNRRBE
BOMZDERVIESEIN, tIES T EFITUR
SNESD, X AR R RIS RS
B ERAEMNNMY, EXE/LHFERITBTERS
TEANR, —VIREBATE!

SARBMNABERNAFR, EZEHAMNER T A
BEN, MFANELEMEZVL, RNEHLFTERE
Bl FNRRELENEFHRAH _aTE, tETH
WFNAE S AR ED,

CBRESHNENKRBSBEREATXEN - AR
HHOET, BAVRINLHFTEENEZNETR, 51K
SN2 E5EM. ETHNRESEZRNTRETH
AR T IRV LRy L, B TRBAR LHIG
MNESRAHES RANEE, RITRBEES5HN
£=T,

LI BRI BRI LR ERIRE, WATRIUFEH
BEOtES: "—YEREBEATE, EMiTTRE!" .

8457140/ 4% BPC 140TH ANNIVERSARY | Z=EI OUR MINISTRIES 73

Celebrating God's Faithfulness:
The Girls' Brigade Ministry

Journey

by Lu Peiying

s we gather together to celebrate Bethel’s
APresbyterion Church’s 140th anniversary, we
cannot help but reflect on the journey of The
Girls' Brigade Ministry at Zhonghua Secondary
School. Since 2000, this ministry has been a
testament to God's faithfulness, as He continues
to plant seeds of love and transformation in the
lives of countless girls.

The Girls' Brigade is more than just a uniform
group; itis a values-driven ministry that instills in
young girls the importance of servantleadership.
Through this ministry, the girls are taught to lead
by example and to put others before themselves.
Servant Leadership’ changes the leader in every
girl as she changes the world.

In Matthew 9:37-38, Jesus reminds us that
the harvest is plentiful but the laborers are
few. This verse has been a constant reminder
to our team, urging us to fervently pray for
more laborers. God has faithfully answered our
prayers by sending church members to invest
their time and talents in the lives of these girls.
We are grateful for their commitment, as they
spent their precious Saturday mornings to teach
the girls through badgework, workshops, drills
and various activities. We still need more co-
laborers so come and serve together with us! We
are also blessed by our committed GB teachers
who supported the GB CCA in many ways, thank

The acronym GB holds a
profound meaning for us - it
represents God's Business.
We acknowledge that

God is our Captain Divine,
guiding us and teaching us
to fully depend on Him.

God for their great partnership and dedication,
without which we could not have attained the
Gold Company Awards for the past decades.
Glory be to God!

Despite  limited resources, we have
experienced the abundance of His blessings as
He multiplies our efforts and empowers us to
reach out to even more girls. We are reminded
that when we offer Him our five loaves and two
fishes, He is able to work miracles and impact
the lives of many.

The acronym GB holds a profound meaning
for us - it represents God's Business. We
acknowledge that God is our Captain Divine,
guiding us and teaching us to fully depend on
Him. It is through His strength and wisdom that
we are able to carry out His work and make a
difference in the lives of these young girls. We are
humbled by the opportunity to be vessels of His
love and grace, and we are filled with gratitude
for the privilege of serving in His business.

As we look back on the journey so far, we
can confidently say, “To God be the glory, great
things He has done!” |
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48th Boys’ Brigade

Company

Pr Lam Wee Kian \ Chaplain of the 48th BB Company

he motto ofthe Boys'Brigade: Sure &Steadfast
Thos surely been put to the test during the
covid-19 pandemic. The motto is based on the
verse from the book of Hebrews chapter six verse
nineteen. The verse encourages the readers to
put our hope in Jesus Christ. For Christ is the
anchor of our hope. In Christ we can be sure and
steadfast because He is our good shepherd.

However, the pandemic has thrown us into
much uncertainties and disruptions. With the
safe distancing measures in place, we could
not have on-site parades. Without the physical
face-to-face meetings we had to innovate to
have parades online through Zoom. The ever-
changing safe-distancing measures meant that
we had to be ready for last minute changes to
our plans. It was indeed a stressful time for the
company as we navigated through the perils of
being in a pandemic.

Since the 48th BB Company started in 2000
by Mr Matthew Fong, the pandemic period has
provided the sternest test for us. Yet, Christ
proved to be our sure and steadfast anchor.
Though we had restrictions to work with, we could
still reach out to the boys via online platform.
We learned to present the unchanging love of
Christ in an ever changing environment. When
the safe distancing measures were lifted, we

took steps to have onsite events to strengthen
the relationship within the company.

Building relationships was crucial to enable
us to demonstrate Christ’s love to the boys in
tangible ways.

Praise be to God we were able to have the
first onsite overnight camp in three years during
November 2022. The stay-in camp helped to
further strengthen the camaraderie between
the boys and officers.

Rebuilding the brotherhood within the
company is the top priority as we transited into
endemic. May we as a company continue to
place our hope in Jesus Christ who is the anchor
of our faith. The past few years has taught us the
importance of anchoring our hope in the sure
and steadfast love of our Saviour Jesus Christ. &
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All Saints Home CEOs

from 2003 to 2023

LATE REV LEE HUAI

KWANG

= Founded All Saints Home
in 1986, together with
other founding churches,
as a 30-bedded nursing
home at Poh Huat
Road. This was further
expanded in 2003/2004
to 144 beds.

MR SAMUEL LIANG

Started a 179-bedded
nursing home and day
care centre at Tampines
in 2001

1986 - 2003

2012

2004 - 2008

ELDER LEE CHONG KAI

= Officially opened All
Saints Home (Hougang)
with 144 beds in 2005.

= |Led the Home to attain
Institution of a Public
Character (IPC) status.

2009 - 201N

MR CHAN WAH TIONG
= Converted All Saints
Home (Hougang) from
private to subsidised
nursing home due
to high demand of
subsidised beds.

2013 - 2016

REV DR EUGENE YEO

= |ncreased All Saints
Home (Hougang)'s bed
capacity from 144 beds
to 155 beds in 2013.

= Led ASH to successfully
bid for a new nursing
home at Yishun under
the Ministry of Health’s
Build-Own-Lease
scheme. All Saints Home
(Yishun) officially opened
in 2015.

= Led ASH to successfully
bid for a new nursing
home at and Jurong
East under the Ministry
of Health’s Build-Own-
Lease scheme. All Saints
Home (Jurong East)
officially opened in 2016.

= Rebranding of All Saints
Home to further define
our vision, mission and
core values. Corporate
colours and collaterals
were also developed for
consistent professional
branding.

= |ncreased All Saints
Home (Tampines)'s bed
capacity from 182 to 202
beds in 2014.

2016 - 2019

MICHAEL TAY

= Ramped up operations
of All Saints Home
(Yishun) and All Saints
Home (Jurong East).

= |ed, planned and
executed All Saints
Home’s 30th Anniversary
Thanksgiving Dinner.

= |ed ASH to successfully
bid for a two new
Senior Care Centres
(SCC) at Yishun Central
and Yishun Fern Grove.
These centres officially
opened in 2018 and 2019
respectively.

= Rebranded All Saints
Home’s SCCs to All Saints
Silver Lifestyle Club.
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2020 - Present

MR SAMUEL TAN

= Led ASH to successfully
retain the operating
rights of All Saints Home
(Yishun) for another 6
years under the Ministry
of Health’s Build-Own-
Lease scheme, effective
from April 2024.

= Led ASH through the
COVID-19 pandemic. For
their contributions in the
fight against Covid-19,
ASH was awarded the
Presidential Certificate
of Commendation
(Covid-19) and Samuel
Tan the Public Service
Medal (Covid-19).

= Led ASH to heightened
social media
engagements, as well as
publicity through a series
of corporate music
videos. These included
- “United We Serve” -
composed specially by
Samuel Tan with Daphne
June Lau as a tribute
to staff of ASH for their
courageous fight against
Covid-19.

= Currently leading ASH
in its post-pandemic
strategic thrusts,
focusing on long-term
financial sustainability
and building a superior
model of care. B
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Occupying the calm

amidst the storm:

All Saints Home’s
Covid-19 Journey

ooking back over the past three years,
I_the Covid-19 turned out to be a blessing in
disguise for All Saints Home. No organisation
was left untouched by the pandemic, but what
defines a community’s success or failure during
moments of crisis is often how well its people
can support each other, while holding fast to its
core values, mission, and vision.

SWEAT AND TEARS
As news of the new infectious disease rippled
across the world, we were just as worried as
anyone else. How would we keep our residents
and staff safe? How would our operations be
impacted? Would a cluster occur within one
of our centres? And before long, guidelines
and advisories were rapidly disseminated by
Government agency partners forever altering
the way we worked and operated.

To navigate the new regulations, many

A All Saints Home (Hougang)
REZK (JF8)

adjustments had to be made. Split zone
arrangements, longer  shifts, redesigned
programs, new living arrangements for foreign
staff, frequent swab tests, and the donning of
uncomfortable Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE)were just some of the heavierresponsibilities
that the departments faced, especially for our
staff on the frontline.

Aside from the gruelling hours and harsh
working conditions, newly imposed travel
restrictions prevented our foreign staff from
returning home - some for longer than two
years. Many of them missed out on the birth
and development of their children at home while
others were unable to meet their aged parents
one last time before they passed on. News of
political conflict, Covid-19 infections and natural
disasters back home only served to add to their
emotional unrest.

From the start of the pandemic until 2022, All

A All Saints Home (Jurong East)
MEZR (FBERR)

Saints Home experienced over one thousand
cases across our centres. The fact that the
organisation was able to pull through while
keeping stakeholders safe was a testament of
the collective sacrifice and efforts made by our
staff, to whom we pay our heartfelt tribute.

UNITED WE SERVE, RESILIENT WE MOVE
Yet, even as the pandemic raged on, the
organisation was able to continue to unite,
move, and grow through the crisis. Staff and
departments sprang into action to support one
another. In one initiative, our kitchen menu was
expanded to include special treats for our staff.
In another, staff were encouraged to cook dishes
fromtheirlocal cuisines to share with one another
for a taste of home. An original song, “United We
Serve” was written and performed by our staff
as a rallying cry, and an important reminder
to both internal and external stakeholders of
All Saint Home’s core values, and its enduring
commitment to provide quality care, bring joy
and comfort, and honour the dignity of residents
in a caring Christion environment.

Over time, our Home became increasingly
adeptathandlingeachoccurrence andoutbreak
of Covid-19 within the centres. Partnerships and
teamwork flourished as various departments
worked together to reach solutions to each
obstacle we encountered until we eventuadlly
grew to manage the emergence of each Covid-19
case with ease and confidence.

A All Saints Home (Tampines)
REZR (KERE)
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ROOTED WE GROW

As the nation officially declared its return to the
DORSCON Green status, so has All Saints Home
been able to embrace a state of normalcy and
stability, occupying the calm amid the storm of
Covid-19. Yet, we are not the same as we were
before.

We now know of our latent strength and
resilience to overcome whatever trials may
come our way. We are even more confident than
before of God’s unending grace and providence,
of which He has showered us endlessly with.
We have strengthened our bonds with our
stakeholders: the next-of-kin of our residents,
our government agency partners, volunteers,
donors, Board Members, and, of course, with
Bethel Presbyterian Church whose unwavering
support we are eternally grateful for.

For our contributions to the fight against
Covid-19, we were honoured to be awarded
the Presidential Certificate of Commendation
(Covid-19). Our CEO was also awarded the Public
Service Medal (Covid-19) for his leadership. We
give glory to God for these accolades which
encourage us to grow in faith, humility, and
strength in Him; and to continue to strive to
be a shining testimony of His great love and
compassion in eldercare.

Finally, we congratulate Bethel Presbyterian
Church on its momentous 140th Anniversary. We
look forward to many more decades of blessed
partnership ahead, for the glory of God! |

A All Saints Home (Yishun)
MREZR (XIR)
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All Saints HomMe:

Chaplaincy Ministries
During The Covid
Pandemic (2020-2022)

n thanksgiving to God, the chaplains were able
to continue their ministry to provide spiritual
and pastoral care to our elderly residents, staff
as well as some families and volunteers. The
pivotal purpose is to provide a presence and
space to meet individual spiritual needs, and
providing spiritual and emotional support even
during difficult and challenging times.

As a result of the recent global Covid-19
pandemic, the consequence of this impact
and its restrictions was beginning to be felt at

All Saints Home in January 2020. Soon after,
onsite chapel services and programs, as well
as ward visits and fellowship meetings came
to a halt, even as the nation was preparing
for the implementation of circuit-breaker.
Nonetheless, the chaplaincy team continued
to work alongside with their fellow healthcare
colleagues, particularly in the participation
of committee planning and discussions of the
‘Crisis Response Team, despite experiencing
considerable disruptions to their usual ministry

practices, with enforced social distancing having
the biggest impact particularly in 2020 and 2021.
Chaplains have had to adapt their approach to
ministry due to restrictions on physical contact
and social distancing guidelines.

As pastoral ward visits to the elderly residents
weregreatlylimited, the chaplaincyteamthought
of other ways to continue to provide care for the
elderly residents. Surprisedly, technology has
proven to be an effective tool for us to continue
the ministry work and provide support.

In collaboration with chapel volunteers, a
total of 78 Chapel Service and Programs video
clips in a mixture of main languages and dialects
were made and viewed by the residents, with
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the assistance of the nursing and care staff via
the use of digital technology. For other times
when certain pastoral visits are allowed, the
chaplains would need to put on the personal
protective equipment and gear to provide
maximum protection against possible infection
and transmission risks to the elderly residents.

Soon after, the chaplaincy team also focused
to provide spiritual care to support the staff,
especially frontline and healthcare staff who
needed much prayers and encouragement
Besidesthe occasionalmeet-upsasthesituations
permit during the pandemic, chaplains began to
engage the regular use of digital platforms such
as video conferencing and calls to continue
providing pastoral care ministries and to
connect with staff and volunteers, hence giving
rise to a new meaning for ‘online fellowships.

Collaboration efforts were also rallied from
the Chapel and Ministry volunteers with prayer
support for both the residents and staff at the 4
nursing homes, as well as the 3 daycare centres
- Silver Lifestyle Clubs. A number of volunteer
teams also donated gifts, food, cleaning Kkits,
masks and sanitisers, and even encouragement
cards as their support and gesture to stand
alongside during the adjustment period of
coping with the pandemic.

By the grace of God, the chaplaincy team,
together with the management team sought
to provide compassionate support and guide
residents and staff through these difficult times
by actively listening, communicating care and
empathy, and being a comforting presence.
Thank God for his love and mercy to see us
through, and to be able to continue in our
journey of faith onwards. Amen.

Chaplaincy Ministry: Rev Daniel Teh, Rev
Michele Tang, Rev Wong Shyun Jye B
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Growing up In church

by Charlotte Teo

CHILDHOOD YEARS

Growing up in Bethel Presbyterian Church has
been a journey filled with cherished memories
and valuable life lessons. From the tender age
of four as a little girl, Bethel became my second
home. Sunday school was a blast as we dived
into Bible stories, unleashed our creativity in
art and craft sessions, and were occasionally
indulgedwith a McDonald's treat by ourteachers.
The church's playground was where endless
laughter and games echoed through the air.
We'd play intense matches of Marco Polo and
the boys would occasionally get into trouble for
kicking the soccer ball into people's cars! Aunty
Li Meng and Aunty Angela would summon us
from the fourth floor to go for choir practice.
There, we learned harmonies that wowed
the congregation during song presentations.
Christmas was my absolute favourite time of
the year. Bethelites from all services would come
together to create a spectacular production. I'll
never forget the year | got to be an angel, and
the following year when | became a dancing
grass alongside my pals-turned-flowers.

TEENAGE YEARS

As | transitioned into my teenage years and
joined Bethel's BES Youth, | got to engage in
guided group discussions and studio talks.
These allowed me to navigate the sometimes
chim sermons, deepening my understanding of
the Bible. Besides growing spiritually, the youths
shared countless makan sessions and took part
in many experiential learning activities. And
let's not forget the Youth Camp—the ultimate
highlight of every year. Four days jam-packed
with games, worship, and discussions. We
embarked on amazing races around Singapore,
built campfires and huddled around roasting
marshmallows. The opportunities | was given

to plan and execute events not only taught me
teamwork, but also enhanced my leadership
skills and built up my confidence.

YOUNG ADULT
As | reflect on the past two decades, | am in awe
of how that little girl has now grown into a young
adult with the support of the church. These days,
navigating the challenges of adulting and those
| face at work as a junior doctor has been a test
of my resilience. | am grateful for the presence of
my fellow young adults who offer their listening
ears, words of encouragement and prayers. |
also look forward to Sunday services where |
can worship, learn and enjoy a time of fellowship
over refreshments.

| thank God for Bethel’'s constant presence in
my life, and how it has shaped my beliefs and
personal growth. The warmth and familiarity of
the community gives me a sense of belonging
and support. | am grateful formy fellow Bethelites
who serve selflessly, making events possible and
building up our church. My hope for Bethel is that
it continues to be a warm and nurturing space
for Bethelites to grow, learn, and reach out to the
community around to share God’s love. Happy
Birthday Bethell &
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Reflections

What is Home?

by Kenneth Lin

‘And | know

A house doesn’t make a home

But you’re never really lost, when you’re
never alone’

(from the song Room at the Table by Charlie Lim)

grew up in church, but church wasn’t always

home. | don’'t know if there’s an exact point in
time when | began to feel at home in church, but
here’s as good a moment as any:

In late 2017, months before first embarking
to New Zealand, | remember feeling empty; my
interestsand loves,which propped up myidentity,
suddenly didn’t matter. To quote C.S. Lewis, “We
may give our human loves the unconditional
allegiance which we owe only to God. Then they
become gods: then they become demons.” | had
made my various loves into obsessions and for
the first time, they and my life lost all meaning,
and the only thing that could comfort me was
God’s word.

One evening, | finally felt a long-awaited relief.
| related to a song in The Greatest Showman
(2017),

‘Cause from then, rubble

What remains

Can only be what’s true

If all was lost, there’s more | gained
Cause it led me back

to You’

It led me to a truer identity, a reconfiguring
of my life’s priorities. | also distinctly remember
feeling a strange connection to all who were
suffering, and wrote down a prayer for them,
which | shared during Watch Night Service.

This identifying with others also got me started
volunteering with Aunty Sherry and the All Saints
Home Bethel Befrienders that Christmas.

In 2020, feelings of abandonment from being
stuck in New Zealand caused me to miss the
community | so cherished back home, and |
understood later that my suffering stemmed
from the expectation that | have to go at it
alone; to rely on my faithfulness, rather than His.

Ted Lasso, a sitcom TV coach, tells his team in
atough season, “l promise you there is something
worse out there than being sad, and that’s being
alone and being sad. Ain't no one in this room
is alone’”

While 2017 led me to be fearful of any potential
attachment that could make me forget God,
2020 taught me what it truly means to deny
yourself — not constant guilt about whether
you’re pleasing God, but to accept yourself just
as Christ has accepted you. It is self-forgiveness
and an unburdening of your cares to Him, who
alone sustains us. Itis not thinking less of yourself,
but thinking of yourself less, valuing authenticity
over perfection, meaningful connection over
fitting-in, community over individualism.

Looking back, myjourneyconsisted ofintensely
personal experiences but also crucially, others
walking with me. For it is in suffering that we
are comforted and can comfort one other. I've
witnessed this truth in 2017, when | felt compelled
to volunteer, and 2020/2021, when healing took
place in community where we are loved. That
is the gospel boiled down to its simplest; that
we are never alone, because we are loved more
than we can ever know, and that God is love.

In a world where your value is determined by
what you can individually contribute, Home is a
place where your identity and value are settled
way before you do anything, that you are loved
regardless of what you do or don’'t achieve. That
is what home truly is about, and that's what
we're called to be. B

Read the full article — rb.gy/5wgni
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Have you ever
felt like leaving

church?

by Grace Heng

ot a typical question to start an article for
N our 140th anniversary but hear me out.

Hi everyone, I'm Grace, 27 years old this year
and serving at our Bilingual service.

GROWING UP IN BETHEL

| grew up excited for Sundays and cell groups.
Not going to lie, as a kid | was more excited
about meeting my friends and having fun! We
played Marco polo, had picnics at our secret
hiding place (SHP), ate prata after church, earn
ice cream sticks for memorising bible verses,
earn Wang Wang biscuits after choir practice -
oh the fond memories!

Beyond fun, | was gifted with the opportunity
to learn more about God through our Christian
Education lessons and youth camps.

At12, | accepted Christ at our "Who Am I" youth
camp. At 15, | declared my faith publicly before
my Bethel family.

2011 was also the year we were sent to start a
new congregation at 5 Poh Huat Road.

Boy was | angry!

As a youth.. | could not comprehend why |
have to be uprooted from my community.

BETHEL AS MY TRAINING GROUND
An angry heart probably wasn't the best way
to start. | thank the Lord for encountering me
during my time in BLS (Bethel Bilingual Service),
softening my heart and showing me what it
meant to be a Christian. Eph 2:10

BLS trained me to explore the good works
which God has prepared in advance for me to do.

TRIALS3ELIAO
Growing up as a 2nd gen Christian, | was

confident of my bible knowledge and grew
complacent. | laughed at the warnings from
Revelations - aiyooo, already warn us got end
time and got beast... Why would Christians fail
and kena mark by the beast?!

| was tested and failed greatly. There was a
spiritual battle happening within me. | knew what
was God-honoring but | couldn't help indulging
my fleshly desires.

| felt alone in this struggle - it felt excruciating.

| wanted to leave church MULTIPLE TIMES.

This journey broke my pride as a Christian.

Only by understanding my fallen nature can |
grasp the lavish love and grace of God.

THANKSGIVING
| thank God for Bethel - the church who was
fundamental in building my foundation of faith.
Today, | have answered the Lord's calling to
serve the Christian singles in Singapore through
Sacred Companion SG.
I'm thankful to Bethel for:
¢ a space to hangout
(we held 2 chillax nights with 60 participants)
¢ the study of Ephesians
(Feb - Sep 2023 with 40 participants)
¢ supporting our Relationship Q&A
(50 participants)

Because of the opportunities at Bethel, | echo
Paul's words in Eph 3:7 - "| became a servant of
this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me
through the working of His power"

Today, | am a proud member of Bethel
Presbyterian Church. | am excited for the next 10
years and look forward to celebrating our 150th
anniversary!
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Bethel Presbyterian Church -

My 2nd Home

A Place of Acceptance

A Place of Healing

APlace where Lifelong Friends are made
A Place where | can worship in Spirit
and in Truth

A Place for Joyful Service

A Place where Christ and His Love is
present

“Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere;
| would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than
dwell in the tents of the wicked.”

Ps 84:10

REV TAN MUI KIANG
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In light of Bethel Presbyterian
Church’s (BPC) 140th anniversary,
we reflect on the long and rich
journey that has brought us to
this momentous occasion. With
deep reverence and gratitude,
we acknowledge the generations
of faithful congregants who have
contributed to the growth and well-
being of our church community
over the years.

My personal encounter with the decision to
embrace early retirement resonates deeply with
the Church as it celebrates its remarkable 140th
anniversary. Just as | sought divine guidance
during the church camp back in June 20719,
anchored by the theme song "STILL" and centered
around Exodus 33:14 In God’s Presence.., BPC, too,
has navigated through various phases of growth
and transformation over the course of 140 years.
Prioritizing my health and well-being, | made the
significant leap back then to embrace the early
retirement opportunity, a choice that entailed
bidding farewell to a company | had faithfully
served for nearly three decades. In retrospect, |
am resolute in my contentment with the decision.
I have come to appreciate the value of simplicity
and the notion that less can indeed be more.
Gratefully, this new phase of life has granted me
the precious gift of time, allowing me to prioritize
and spend more quality moments with my
family. Furthermore, it provided an unexpected
opportunity to explore into Live Streaming, an
invaluable experience during the challenging
days of the Covid-19 pandemic when in-person
worship services were suspended.

Throughout this transformative period, | have

come torealize thatGod's plans are
often beyond our comprehension.
Just as the Bible reminds us in
Proverbs16:9,'Intheirhearts,humans
plan their course, but the LORD
establishes their steps! Therefore,
we can trust in His faithful leading,
knowing that when one opportunity
seems to close, God is preparing
a new path for us to walk upon
As we commemorate the church's
140th anniversary, | stand in awe of the divine
opportunities that have unfolded before me. My
journey evolved from being a volunteer, a part-
time staff member to a full-time role within the
Church, a path that | am humbled and grateful
to have walked with divine guidance. | would
like to acknowledge our Senior Pastor, Rev Dr. Lim
Tau Wei, who plays an integral role in ushering
this new chapter.

The church's 140th anniversary serves as a
powerful reminder that through times of change
and transition, the foundation of faith and unity
remains strong, guiding us towards a brighter
future. Together, as a community of believers,
let us continue to walk hand in hand, united in
faith, and devoted to the service of God and
one another as we continue to serve and build
our faith community together. May the journey
ahead be filled with blessings, growth, and an
unwavering commitment to spreading the light
of His love. With God's grace and guidance,
we embark on the next chapter of our church's
legacy with more decades to come. Happy 140th
anniversary to our cherished Bethel Presbyterian
Church family!

MELVYN HENG
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Youth & Young Adults
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Covid Pandemic
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BIHWHE

PUEB R
Bilingual Service (BLS) Our Church
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- (E{ETTIZ 1:8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes

on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

- Acts 1: 8
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