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Bethel Presbyterian Church began as the Hougang Church in 1883 at Upper Serangoon Road (present
Bethel House site). It was established to minister to Teochew speaking Christians and to reach out to the
Teochew community by Rev J.A.B. Cook who was sent by the English Presbyterian Mission. The first

preacher was Huang Yue Lin.

In 1903 the Hougang Church combined with Tek Kar Church and Bukit Timah Church with Rev Lin
Kau as its pastor. The church was then called the Siah Tek Church. With its small membership, the
church floundered and its building became unsafe and was demolished in 1935. The congregation then
met at the attap house, which was the preacher’s house. It was then brought under Tek Kar Church (Life
Church at present) in 1937. Before and after the Japanese Occupation, when Mr Koh Hui Boon was
appointed as preacher, the church became more established and was renamed Chinese Christian Church
Bethel Congregation in 1948 and preparations for a new building began.




