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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN SINGAPORE
2020 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING (ACM)

Frequently Asked Questions
FAQ 1. Why can’t we conduct our ACM when we physically return to Bethel?

Ans.: In the near future, we do not know when the government will advise physical return to
a place of worship. ACM has to be conducted to fulfil the accountability of the church
leadership to the congregation and also to the nation. Conducting ACM anytime beyond 30t
September 2020 will require the approval from our Communicant Members. On 7t of June,
EDC has deliberated and approved for the holding of eACM on 25t of July 2020.

FAQ 2. How do | know if | am an Active Communicant Member of BPC?

Ans.: In our Constitution under 5.2.4 “Application and Qualifications for Communicant
Member”, the member would have taken part in a service of baptism, confirmation or
transfer of membership, as the case may be. In Constitution under Section 5.4 “Rights of
Communicant Members”, Communicant Members above the age of 21 will have the right to
nominate, vote and be elected to office in BPC.

As a rule of thumb, i) members who are above the age of 21; ii) being baptised, confirmed
or transferred membership to BPC; iii) and in good faith, have been an active worshipper in
Bethel for the last 12 months, are deemed Active Communicant Members eligible for
participating at this eACM.

Pertaining to Overseas Communicant Members who are above 21 years of age, they are
considered active if they have been onsite and online worships in the past one year. During
this period of time, consider if the member has gathered in onsite or online fellowship & CG
with us. A combination of the above are worthy to be deliberated by the service working
committee, whether or not the member qualifies as an Active Communicant. In the church
of Post Covid-19 era, this could be the new norm in defining "Active Communicant
Member".

Worshippers amongst us are welcome to join us as observers without rights to proxy, vote
and query.

FAQ 3. What is a proxy instrument?

Ans.: BPC Constitution does not allow for proxy. But, due to social distancing as a countering
measure against Covid-19, Ministry of Law enacted a temporary measure Act to allow for
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proxy. The proxy instrument allows the members of the charity, in our case BPC, to appoint
the Chairperson of the ACM to attend, speak and vote for the member at eACM.

FAQ 4. What happens if | do not submit my proxy?

Ans.: By not submitting the proxy, it does not affect your membership status in BPC. That
being said, we encourage our members to discharge their duties by understanding and
holding BPC accountable for what has been done and is planning to do. It is critical to fulfil
qguorum of 150 for eACM to be recognised. If proxy is not submitted, quorum may be
affected and potentially holding eACM a week later.

FAQ 5. Can | not submit the proxy instrument but vote personally at the eACM?

Ans.: In the Alternative Arrangement Section 6 of Temporary Measure Act, it is stated that
“A member may not vote at the meeting otherwise than by way of appointing the chairman
of the meeting as the member’s proxy.” This excludes voting by any means at the eACM.

FAQ 6. What if | do not have an email address?

Ans.: In the Alternative Arrangement Section 8(a) of Temporary Measure Act, it requires
registered societies to communicate with members through email and website. You may set
a new email address to communicate with BPC. You may adopt the email address of your
family and trusted friends as a conduit for the information flowing from BPC and Chinese
Presbytery (CP) to you. You may contact the administrator of your congregation for more
information. We understand that you may not be able to do so after exhausting all possible
avenues. As a Communicant Member, you are still welcome to attend the eACM.

FAQ 7. Can my family members consolidate in one email and communicate with BPC?

Ans.: A family may have active communicant members from the same congregation in BPC.
The assigned contact person of the family can send the required personal particulars of all
family members to the unique email address of the congregation. A name list of the
congregation is built over time and will be used for identification and verification later.
Through the same family email, the completed and signed proxy of every individual member
can be sent to the unique congregational email. The administrator should receive the same
number of proxy forms based on the number of active communicant members in the family.

A family may have active communicant members from different congregations in BPC. The
assigned contact person of the family can perform the same tasks as described above. The
difference is to communicate with the administrator of the appropriate congregations. In
other words, the contact person sends the personal particular of the family members to the
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congregation where he or she was baptised, confirmed or transferred to. The assigned
contact person of the family should also send the completed and signed proxy forms to
respective congregations. As a result, administrator of different congregations may find a
common email address of the assigned contact person appearing in their lists.

For some reasons, if the assigned contact person of the family mistakenly sends the proxy
forms to the wrong congregation, our vigilant administrators are tasked to verify all the
proxy forms anyway. The administrators will transfer the proxy forms to the relevant
congregational administrator for processing. Their diligence will minimise the possibility of
mistaken grouping. Your careful cooperation is sincerely requested.

FAQ 8. What can | do if | have never log onto a Zoom platform?

Ans.: You may want to download the Zoom apps onto your preferred electronic platform,
either your computer or your mobile hand phone. Alternatively, you may contact the
administrator of your congregation for more information and assistance. During the eACM,
a hotline is set up to assist members who may face technical issues logging on.

FAQ 9. What can | do if | have queries on the reports?

Ans.: You may use the same congregation specific email to post your questions. The cut-off
date is 11t July 2020. You may call the administrator to post your questions and seek
assistance. If the questions are beyond the administrators, they will refer the questions to
the moderator for follow up. Should your questions be deemed necessary to amend the
resolution or be brought up during the eACM, moderator will do so with the agreement
from EDC. Questions raised, and along with fitting replies, may be made available at our
website.

FAQ 10. What if | want to raise questions at the eACM?

Ans.: In the Alternative Arrangement Section 4 of Temporary Measure Act, any matter that
“is substantial and relevant and sent within a reasonable time before the meeting, is to be
responded to at or before the meeting by electronic means”. As much as possible, we urge
our members to read the reports and pray for us. Any questions resulting constructive
consequences are welcome. We encourage members to raise them early and submit to BPC
before 11% July 2020, so that relevant parties can respond dutifully. However, if questions
are to be raised during the eACM, albeit with an inherent, ever-present technical difficulty,
we will still try our best to respond appropriately.

FAQ 11. What happens if | could not attend the eACM?
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Ans.: We will miss you. We understand that unplanned matters do get into our way, making
adjustment necessary to our schedule. However, the proxy you have submitted are still
counted towards the quorum and voting. In essence, the eACM will continue and your votes
are accounted for. Nevertheless, we want to strongly encourage our members to attend the
inaugural eACM of our life time. We may not know for sure whether this will set a
precedence for future eACM, but we can gather in His name for His kingdom.

FAQ 12. What if the day of General Election (GE) occurs on the same day?

Ans.: It has been widely speculated that GE may fall on the 25 of July 2020, the same day
as our eACM. The voting for GE may take place over a certain time period of the day. BPC
eACM will continue as planned. Members can stagger their timing to fulfil both obligations.

FAQ 13. Why is there 1 set of email for eACM and EDC election, and another addressed to
Chinese Presbytery (CP) for Associate Minister Election?

Ans.: The additional email received from CP is specific to the Associate Minister election of
Pr Xie Weiguang. In a physical setting, the usual practise of such an election is conducted by
the representatives of CP Executive Committee (CP Exco). Due to the unusual current
circumstances, proxy instrument is adopted instead, similar to how BPC eACM is conducted.
Only and solely CP Exco representatives will account for the quorum and voting for the
election of Associate Minister.

FAQ 14. How long will the eACM take?

Ans.: Most of the contents in the various reports will not be read out. An overview may be
given, instead. Quorum and voting results to the resolutions and elections will be
announced. Important questions, if any, may be replied at eACM. Don’t be surprised if it
turns out to the shortest ACM you have attended in BPC. Notwithstanding the fact that all
the hard work is done leading up to our first eACM.
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